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use this as an argument to induce the Reichstag to provide
funds for a rapid increase in his fleet.
§ 173. the anglo-japanese alliance.—Meanwhile the
situation in China was becoming more critical month by month.
The defeat at the hands of Japan, and the unscrupulous rapacity
of the European Powers, gave rise to a fierce hostility towards
all foreigners and foreign ideas. The Dowager Empress got
control of the government and supported this reactionary
movement at every opportunity. A secret society known as the
" boxers " conducted a series of murderous attacks, directed
particularly against the Christian missionaries who had extorted
great privileges from the Empress. In 1899 the German
minister was murdered in Pekin; and the Boxers, supported
by Imperial troops, besieged the British Legation, in which
the other European residents took refuge. An international
force, including Japanese, Russian, British, French, American
and German contingents was sent to deal with the situation. The
Legation was relieved (August 1900), the Imperial palace was
looted, and eventually the Imperial Government was forced to
submit to the " Boxer Protocol," by which it undertook to pay
heavy compensation to the Powers, promised to repress all
anti-foreign activities, and set aside a special quarter in Pekin
to be fortified and garrisoned by European troops.
This episode brought the advance of Japan forcibly to the
notice of the Western Powers. Her statesmen acted with
scrupulous correctitude and her soldiers gained great credit,
not only by their discipline and efficiency, but by the humanity
and restraint of their conduct, compared with the licence and
brutality displayed by the German, French and Russian troops.
These facts were taken to heart by the British Government,
and in February 1902 the world was astounded to hear that they
had made a formal alliance with Japan. Each party undertook
to support the other's interests in China, and to give military
aid if it became involved in a war with more than one Power.
Thus Britain gained a powerful naval ally in the distant Pacific,

